
G R A D E SW E E K

TWO
S E P T E M B E R  

3rd-5th
S M A L L  G R O U P

B I B L E  S T O R Y

Bad Day 
Joseph Sold by His Brothers

Genesis 37, 39:1-2

M E M O R Y  V E R S E

Trust in the Lord with all
your heart. Do not depend on 

your own understanding.
Proverbs 3:5, NIrV 

L I F E  A P P

Trust—Putting your confidence
in someone you can depend on

B O T T O M  L I N E

When you think you’re alone,
you can trust God is with you.

B A S I C  T R U T H

I can trust God no matter what.

C R E A T E
an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of

drawing, building, and designing

25 MINUTES
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PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP GROUPS HOME

1. PAPER STORY
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Lengths of butcher paper, markers, Bibles

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• Divide kids into four groups.
• Give each group a piece of butcher paper, some markers, and a Bible.
• Assign each group a part of the story to illustrate on their piece of butcher

paper:
úú Genesis 37:1-11
úú Genesis 37:12-24
úú Genesis 37:25-35
úú Genesis 37:36; 39:1-2

• Tell groups they might need to illustrate more than one scene, based on
what’s in their passage.

• After a set amount of time, tell kids to quickly finish up if they haven’t
already.

• Encourage the groups to share their illustrations with everyone else and tell
what happened in their part of the story.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY:
“Joseph was betrayed by his brothers, thrown into a dark well, and sold as a 
slave to Egypt. He must have felt all alone. But the Bible tells us God was with 
him. God was with Joseph when he was at home. He was with Joseph when 
he was in the well. And God was with Joseph in Egypt. God was there during 
Joseph’s terrible days AND his not-so-terrible days. He was with Joseph even 
when he felt all alone. When you think you’re alone, you can trust God is 
with you, just like He was with Joseph.”

T A L K 
A B O U T  G O D 
B I B L E  S T O R Y 

R E V I E W
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PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP GROUPS HOME

P L A Y
an activity that encourages learning through following

guidelines and working as a group

3. PASS THE PACK
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Backpack with “Memory Verse Phrases” (Activity Page)

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• Guide kids to sit in a circle.
• Hand the backpack to one kid. Instruct him to pull out a phrase strip.
• If it’s the first phrase of the verse, he keeps it. If it’s not, he puts it back and

hands the backpack to the next kid. Continue until the first phrase has been
found. (Note: If this takes too long, tell kids not to put the “wrong” phrases
back until the right one has been found.)

• Play continues in the same way with the next phrase, and so on.
• Once the entire verse has been found, kids line up the phrases in order and

say it together several times.
• Note: The same cards will be used in Week Four, so consider saving them for

a couple weeks.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY:
“This game was frustrating at times, just like life can be frustrating. Things 
don’t happen the way you think they should or as fast as you think they should. 
And sometimes you feel alone. You might have felt alone in this game—even 
though you were surrounded by other people—because you never could seem 
to pull out the right phrase at the right time. But even when you think you’re 
alone, you can trust God is with you.”

H E A R 
F R O M  G O D  

M E M O R Y  V E R S E 
A C T I V I T Y
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C O N N E C T
an activity that invites kids to share with others and

build on their understanding 

25 MINUTES
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PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP GROUPS HOME

P R A Y 
T O  G O D 
P R AY E R 

A C T I V I T Y

PRAY AND DISMISS
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  No supplies needed

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• Explain that a lot of times when Jesus was alone, He prayed.

úú When He was sad, exhausted, or if He just wanted to spend time with
God, Jesus prayed.

úú He prayed for himself, and He prayed for His friends.
• Tell kids to partner up so they can pray with a friend.
• Encourage kids to each share at least one thing they’d like their friend to

pray about for them right now and throughout this week.
• It should be something that relates to them feeling alone.
• Ask kids to pray a sentence prayer for their friend right now. If they’re not

comfortable praying aloud, they can pray silently.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY:
“You may have to remind yourself that God is with you. You can do that by 
praying, which helps you to not feel alone. It also helps to know that OTHER 
people are praying for you. Don’t forget to pray for your friend this week, and 
also pray for yourself, so that when you think you’re alone, you can trust 
God is with you.”

As adults arrive to pick up, tell them to ask kids about the felt items and why 
they made them.



What to Do:
Print on cardstock and cut apart. Provide one set for each small group.
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Memory Verse Phrases, NIV

“Trust in

the LORD

with all

your heart

and lean not

on your own

understanding.”

Proverbs 3:5, NIV




