252 Kids


June 2023 • Week 2
Ready, Set, Move: Follow Jesus here, there, and everywhere


Small Group • 2-3

Today’s Suggested Schedule—June 2023, Week 2
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Cube Review
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]

Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: Prepared “Bible Story Review Cube” Activity Page, scrap paper, and pencil
What You Do:
· Ask the kids what they recall about today’s Bible story. 
· Then divide your group into two teams.

· Line up both teams on either side of you.

· Go down the line of each team and ask the kids when their birthday is.
· Give the “Bible Story Review Cube” Activity Page to the kid who has the closest birthday to today and let them roll the cube first. 

· When the cube lands on a question, read the question aloud and invite that kid to answer. 
· Allow the kid to consult their team quietly for help if they need it.

· If the first team is correct, award them five points. 
· If the first team is incorrect, allow the other team to try to answer. 
· If THAT team is correct, award them four points. 
· Keep track of points on a scrap piece of paper.

· Repeat in the same way, going back and forth between the teams. 
· If a team rolls the cube and it lands on a question you’ve already answered, direct that team to roll again. (Or if it’s a question that has multiple parts and those parts haven’t already been answered, that team can give another part of the answer and win points that way.)

· Tally points at the end and declare a winner!

NOTE: The kids may not get every part of the answers below. If any part of what they say is correct, award them points but point out any parts they missed as you review the story together.

Questions and Answers:
· Who was Ananias? (a believer/follower of Jesus living in Damascus)
· What did God ask Ananias to do? (go to Straight Street to see a man named Saul; put his hands on Saul and pray for him) 
· Why was Ananias afraid to do what God asked him to do? (Ananias knew that Saul was arresting Christians and was afraid Saul might do the same to him.)
· What happened when Ananias went to visit Saul? (Ananias told Saul that God had sent him. Something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes and he could see. Saul was baptized as a believer in Jesus!)
· What did Saul do after he became a follower of Jesus? (He began preaching and teaching about Jesus—first in Damascus then in Jerusalem. He had to escape both of those cities because the religious leaders wanted to get rid of him. But Saul kept telling people about Jesus!)
· Who faced their fears in today’s Bible story? (Ananias faced his fear by going to visit Saul. Saul faced his fear by continuing to preach about Jesus when the religious leaders were after him. The first followers of Jesus were fearful of Saul because of his background but Barnabas helped convince them that they could trust that Saul had changed.) 
What You Say:
“Ananias was SO afraid to go to Saul as God had asked. He probably had so many anxious questions. What if Saul arrested him? What if he was thrown in prison or worse? It took SO much faith for Ananias to do what he did! But he wasn’t the only one in the story who had faith. 
“It took faith for Saul to keep preaching about Jesus once he became a believer. And it took incredible faith for those early believers to keep spreading the message of Jesus. I’m so glad they didn’t let fear take over! Because they were willing to step out in faith, the early church grew, and grew and grew and it KEPT growing all the way to today! Talk about faith! When you choose to trust and follow God, [Bottom Line] God can help you face your fears.”

[Make it Personal] (Tell the kids about a time you knew God was asking you to do something in faith, but you were afraid. Maybe you were scared to ask a coworker to come to church with you. Maybe you were afraid to do the right thing because others would make fun of you—especially as a kid or teenager. Make sure your answers are age-appropriate as you talk about how [Bottom Line] God can help you face your fears.)
*2. Faith over Fear
[Live for God | Application Activity] 

Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Prepared “Faith/Fear” index cards (written with white crayon) and washable markers
What You Do:
· Give each kid an index card.

· Set out the markers.

· Invite each kid to pick ONE marker. (Using more than one color won’t work as well.)
· Instruct the kids to use their marker to write or draw pictures to represent their fears. 
· Invite volunteers to share these with the group if they choose, but only if they volunteer.
· Once the kids have finished, talk about the fears we have using the dialogue below.
· After you talk through the first paragraph below, direct the kids to use the SAME colored marker to color over the entire card (over their fears) to reveal “FAITH/FEAR” in white crayon.
· Have kids write their name on the back of their card so they can use it during Pray and Dismiss.
What You Say:
“Sometimes, we fear the unknown. ‘What if you fail that test? What if you don’t make any friends? And we spend time worrying about those things. Ananias wasn’t sure what would happen when he went to visit Saul. But God was with him, ready to help him face that fear.
(Lead kids to color over their entire card with the same marker color.) “God doesn’t give us a Spirit of fear. Paul reminds us in 1 Timothy 1:7 that instead of a spirit of fear, when we put our faith in God, God gives us power and love. We can trust God, even when we’re afraid because God is always with us, ready to help us! So, the next time you feel afraid about the unknown or find yourself worrying about how something might turn out, remember that God is with you! God LOVES you. Pray that you would be able to trust God more and more and grow your faith, because [Bottom Line] God can help you face your fears.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application

What You Need: Kids’ index cards from “Faith over Fear” activity
What You Do: 
· Give each kid their card from earlier.
· Remind the kids that [Bottom Line] God can help you face your fears.
· Invite the kids to spend a few moments praying on their own that they’ll remember this week that God is with them and will help them when they’re afraid.
· After a few moments, close your group time in prayer.
What You Say:

“We love You, God. Thank You for the reminder that we can face our fears because we aren’t alone. Just like You were with Ananias and Saul and those early believers, You are with us, too. When we start to feel fearful this week, help us pause and remember that You love us and You are with us. We love You, God. Thanks for sending Jesus. We pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, invite the kids to show off their “Spotlight the Verse” Activity Page with the memory verse and share the truth that [Bottom Line] God can help you face your fears.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

1. Cube Review
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]

Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: 
· Print “Bible Story Review Cube” Activity Page on cardstock, cut out, and assemble, one for each Small Group.
· Scrap paper, one for each Small Group
· Pencil

*2. Faith over Fear
[Live for God | Application Activity] 

Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: 
· Washable markers (enough colors for each kid to choose one)
· Index cards, one for each kid
· White crayons

· Before group time, use the white crayon to write the following on each index card:

FAITH

FEAR

4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application

What You Need:

· Kids’ index cards from “Faith over Fear” activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience

· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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