252 Kids


 March 2024 • Week 4
Connected: Switch on the power of peace


Small Group • 2-3

Today’s Suggested Schedule—March 2024, Week 4
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
* 2. Promise Keepers
[Live for God | Application Activity] 

Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: “Promise Keepers” Activity Page, embroidery floss (or other yarn or string), colorful beads, letter beads, dry-erase board, dry-erase marker, and tape
What You Do:
· Remind the kids that God has given us many promises in the Bible. 
· One at a time, read a verse listed on the “Promise Keepers” Activity Page. 
· After you read each verse, invite the kids to share a promise the verse speaks about.

· Write down the promises on the dry-erase board. (Ideas are listed below each Scripture on the Promise Keepers” Activity Page.)
· Set out the embroidery floss and beads. 
· Invite the kids to create a bracelet (or “promise keeper”) to remind them of a promise God has made to them.
· Invite kids to use the letter beads to spell out one word that will remind them of one of God’s promises. 

· Kids can use the other, colorful beads to decorate their bracelet. 

· Use the tape to tape down one end of the floss (or string) as the kids place the beads on the floss (or string).
· Once each kid is done, remove the tape and tie the bracelet around their wrists, leaving ample room to pull the bracelet on and off.

What You Say:
“The Bible is filled with promises that God has given us! What are some of the promises we heard today? (Pause for responses.) That’s incredible! 
“It’s life-changing to know that there’s a God who sees us, knows us, and loves us. Even when people turned away from God and the world was broken, God had a plan to restore us. God promised to send a Savior, and that promise came true when God sent us Jesus. Jesus didn’t come to rescue the people from the Romans, like a lot of people thought. He came for an even bigger rescue. He came to rescue everyone from their sin and make a way for everyone to have a relationship with God that lasts forever!
“It’s true, [Bottom Line] Jesus came to be our Savior. That’s the best promise of all!”
3. Roll Doubles
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 

What You Need: Bibles, prepared gift box, small prizes, and dice
What You Do:
· Instruct the kids to sit in a circle. 
· Make sure each kid has a Bible.

· Together, look up John 3:16, using the Bible Navigation Tips below. 

Finding verses with 2nd and 3rd graders: Guide them to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. (Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like.) When the kids find the table of contents, lead them to find John in the list under “New Testament.” When the kids find John, lead them to look at the page number beside the word. Explain that the number tells them on what page they can find John. Help the kids find the page. When they find John, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Help them find chapter 3. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers. Help them find verse 16 in chapter 3. 
· Say the verse out loud together several times. 
· Direct the kids to set aside their open Bibles outside the circle for prayer time.

· Set out the pre-wrapped box (with index card and prizes inside) in the center of the circle. 
· Give one kid two dice.

· Instruct the kid to roll the dice.  
· If the kid rolls two different numbers, direct them to pass the dice to the kid on the right to roll next.
· Anytime a kid rolls doubles, instruct them to go into the middle of the circle to carefully unwrap one layer of tissue paper or wrapping paper, and then return to their spot. (Kids can continue rolling as they are unwrapping.)
· As soon as the next kid rolls doubles, instruct that kid to move to the middle to carefully unwrap one layer of tissue paper or wrapping paper (even if the previous kid has not finished yet). 
· Instruct the kid who successfully unwraps the final layer to open the box, pull out the index card, and read the Memory Verse for the whole group.

· Ask the winner to hand out the prizes to the rest of the kids.
What You Say:
“You all did a great job learning our new Memory Verse for Easter! As much as I enjoyed the gift we unwrapped together, God promised us a much better gift—a Savior! God kept that promise because [Bottom Line] Jesus came to be our Savior.
“Jesus is God’s plan to rescue us. Jesus made a way for us to have a relationship with God. Jesus also showed us what it looks like to love people and serve others. [Bottom Line] Jesus came to be our Savior. That’s the best gift of all!”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: Bibles 
What You Do: 
· Instruct the kids to refer to their open Bibles from the Roll Doubles activity.
· Read John 3:16 several times together.
· Use the discussion below to talk about the first half of the Memory Verse.
· Lead your group in prayer. 
What You Say:
“This is a wonderful verse to remember as we get ready to celebrate Easter. 


“God so loved the world: God loves the world so much and everyone in it. That includes everyone in the world—you, me, everyone in this room, and everyone in our families.

“that he gave his one and only Son. Jesus was given to us as a gift, as a way to make things right between us and God. When we follow Jesus, we can have peace and a relationship with God. That’s right—[Bottom Line] Jesus came to be our Savior. 
“Let’s pray! 
“God, thank You so much for loving us. Thank You for giving us Jesus, who came to be our Savior. Help us to understand how big that love is! Give us opportunities to show love and kindness to others as we remember how much You loved us first. Help us to remember the promises You’ve given us, and to trust that You always keep Your promises. Thank You for everything You’ve done for us. We love You and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, encourage kids to show the adults their “promise keeper” bracelets. Invite kids to explain why they chose the word they chose.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

* 2. Promise Keepers
[Live for God | Application Activity] 

Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need:
· Print “Promise Keepers” Activity Page on paper, one for each Small Group 
· Embroidery floss (or yarn/other string), enough for each kid to make a bracelet
· Colorful beads, enough for each kid to make a bracelet
· Letter beads, enough for each kid to spell a word on their bracelet
· Dry-erase board, one for each Small Group
· Dry-erase marker, one for each Small Group
· Tape, one roll for each Small Group

3. Roll Doubles
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 

What You Need:
· Bibles, one for each kid

· Box, one for each Small Group
· Wrapping paper and tissue paper, enough to wrap the box a few times for each Small Group
· Tape
· Index card, one for each Small Group
· Small prizes (Ex: plastic Easter eggs for each kid, Easter pencils or erasers; Optional: individually-wrapped candy, etc.), one prize for each kid
· Dice, two for each Small Group
· Before group time:

· Write the Memory Verse out on an index card. 

· Put the prepared index card and the small prizes in the box. 
· Wrap the box with the wrapping paper and tissue paper in several different layers. 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need:
· Bibles 
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience

· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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