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 March 2024• Week 3
Connected: Switch on the power of peace


Small Group • 2-3

Today’s Suggested Schedule—March 2024, Week 3
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Who Did It?
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]

Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Floor tape, and “Who Did It?” Activity Page
What You Do:
· Create a tape line on the floor in the middle of your small group area, long enough for your entire group to stand on.
· Designate one side of the line “Nabal” and the other side of the line “Abigail.”

· Direct the kids to stand on the tape line. 

· Refer to the “Who Did It?” Activity Page, and one at a time, read a question about the story.
· Instruct the kids to jump to the “Nabal” side of the tape line or the “Abigail” side of the tape line to indicate their choice of who each fact is about. 
· If there are kids on both sides of the tape line, direct them each to explain their decision, then read the correct answer.

· If kids jump to the correct side, instruct them to give each other high-fives. 

· Instruct the kids to return to the line before reading the next fact.
· Continue to play until all facts are read.

What You Say:
“You all did an incredible job remembering what Nabal and Abigail did from today’s Bible story! It’s clear that these were two people who responded very differently in the moment. Things could have turned out very differently for Nabal and David, but Abigail used her courage and creativity to stop a big fight before it happened. She found a peaceful solution to a big problem! 
“The great news is, we can do that too. Jesus made a way for us to be forgiven and have a relationship with God. Jesus made peace between us and God. When we follow Jesus, we have God’s Spirit to help us make peace with others. When you notice two people who aren’t seeing eye-to-eye, [Bottom Line] you can help others make peace.”
[Make It Personal] (Talk about a time when you saw a conflict happening, or about to happen, and you were able to help make peace. Or, it could be that someone helped to make peace for you. Think back to when you were a kid. Maybe a parent stepped in when you and a sibling were about to have a big argument. Maybe you saw two friends have a disagreement and you were able to clear up the miscommunication. Maybe a teacher or a coach stepped in at just the right time. Describe how this helped the situation turn out positively.)
3. Letter Verse
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 

What You Need: Bibles, whiteboard, dry-erase marker, dry-erase eraser or cloth
What You Do:
· Make sure each kid has a Bible.

· Together, look up Romans 12:18, using the Bible Navigation Tips below. 

Finding verses with 2nd and 3rd graders: Guide them to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. (Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like.) When the kids find the table of contents, lead them to find Romans in the list under “New Testament.” When the kids find Romans, lead them to look at the page number beside the word. Explain that the number tells them on what page they can find Romans. Help the kids find the page. When they find Romans, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Help them find chapter 12. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers. Help them find verse 18 in chapter 12. 
· Say the verse out loud together several times.

· On the whiteboard, write out the Memory Verse fully.

· Read the verse together as a group. 
· Erase one of the words and write the first letter of that word in its place. 

· Read the Memory Verse, saying the word in place of its letter. 

· Continue to remove a word and replace it with its first letter until the Memory Verse looks something like: 

· For the NIrV: I P L I P W E D T A M A Y C, R 12:18
· For the NIV: I I I P A F A I D O Y L A P W E, R 12:18
· Instruct the kids to repeat the Memory Verse a few times, only looking at the letters.
What You Say:
“This is one of my favorite ways to memorize Scripture! Memorizing Scripture is a great way to remember God’s Word when we need it. When you feel conflict or are looking for peace, remember this verse! Like we talked about today, you can try your best to notice when two people aren’t seeing eye-to-eye, and [Bottom Line] you can help others make peace.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: “Maze” Activity Page, coloring supplies, LEGO( blocks, music player, and peaceful background music
What You Do: 
· Designate three spaces in your area for prayer stations. 
· These will be the same stations as Weeks 1 and 2, but with different activities.
· In one station, place the “Maze” Activity Page and the coloring supplies. This will be the “Create” station.

· In another station, place the LEGO( blocks. This will be the “Build” station.

· In the third station, there are no supplies needed. This is the “Reflect” station.
· Divide your group into three smaller groups.

· Assign each group to start at one of the three stations.
· Explain each station to the kids in the following ways. 

· CREATE station: Using coloring supplies, find your way through the “Maze” Activity Page to connect the two people. Ask God to help you make peace with others. 
· BUILD station: Using LEGO( blocks, try to build a bridge. Ask God to show you ways you can be a bridge between two people, helping them find peace. Take apart your creation before moving to the next station. 
· REFLECT station: (Leader stays at this station.) Invite any kids who would like to share something for you to pray about. After any kids who would like to have shared, pray for the kids in this prayer station.
· Play quiet music in the background.

· Instruct the kids to remain quiet so everyone can focus on their prayer station.
· After 2-3 minutes at a station, encourage the groups to move to another station.

· Continue until each kid has gone through all three stations.

What You Say:
“This month, we’ve been learning about how to stay connected and switch on the power of peace. One way you can stay connected to God is through prayer, just like you did today! And when you’re connected to God, you’re also connected to peace. With the help of God’s Spirit, [Bottom Line] you can help others make peace too. Let’s pray.
“God, thank You for Your Son, Jesus, who has made a way to have a relationship with You. Thank You for the peace we’re able to have when we experience a relationship with You. Help us see where we can create peace—in our families, in our schools, and in our communities. And give us the strength to ask for help when we need it. We love You and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, invite kids to share the mazes they solved to connect two people and share how they learned how they can help people who are in conflict make peace.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

1. Who Did It?
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]

Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need:
· Floor tape, one roll for each Small Group
· Print “Who Did It?” Activity Page on paper, one copy for each Small Group 
3. Letter Verse
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 

What You Need:
· Bibles, one for each kid
· Whiteboard, one for each Small Group
· Dry-erase marker, one for each Small Group
· Dry-erase eraser or cloth, one for each Small Group
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need:
· Print “Maze” Activity Page on paper, one for each kid
· Coloring supplies, enough for each Small Group
· LEGO( blocks, enough for several kids to build a bridge
· Music player, one for each Small Group

· Peaceful background music
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience

· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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